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Message from the Principal 2024  
 

As Coogee Preparatory School proudly celebrated its 110th year in 2024, it became ever more evident that our 

School is much more than a place of education—it is a beacon of opportunity, a hub of innovation, and a 

cornerstone of our community. Across classrooms, sporting fields, music halls, and chess tournaments, Coogee 

Prep has continued to ignite curiosity, nurture talent, and shape the future for generations of students. 

This year, we honoured that legacy through countless achievements, and I extend my sincere thanks to the staff 

under the coordination and leadership of Mr Jason Wren-Pattison. His dedicated efforts ensured Coogee Prep 

successfully secured another five-year school registration—an essential milestone in maintaining the standard 

of excellence we are known for. 

Our academic results continue to reflect this commitment to quality. In 2024, our students in Years Three and 

Five achieved outstanding results in NAPLAN, across all assessed areas: Numeracy, Writing, Reading, and 

Conventions of Language. These achievements placed Coogee Prep among the Top 15 Primary Schools in 

New South Wales. Congratulations to both our teaching staff and our boys for these exceptional results. 

Our creative and performing arts program also flourished this year. The Primary boys delivered a memorable 

performance at the IPSHA Performing Arts Festival at Sydney Town Hall, while our Infants students delighted 

audiences at the Infants Concert held at Randwick Town Hall. Both events, led with dedication by Miss Oakes, 

highlighted the boys’ collective and individual strengths across the performing arts. 

To commemorate our 110th year, the community gathered for a celebratory dinner at the Coogee Bay Hotel. 

The event was well attended by current and past parents, Old Boys, and their families—testament to the 

enduring connection many feel to the School. We were honoured to hear from guest speaker Mr Trevor Danos 

(Old Boy, Class of 1969 and parent of an Old Boy), who shared the following words during his address: 

“Tradition matters at Coogee Prep and is valued. By tradition I mean wearing the uniform with pride, showing 

leadership, working hard, acting responsibly, being kind and obedient and acting with courtesy. In all these 

matters, the headmaster and teachers lead by example. The boys are taught to be rounded individuals who 

aspire to be Gentleman, Scholar and Sportsman.” 

Community engagement has remained a key pillar of our School’s philosophy. Throughout 2024, both staff and 

students have participated in various community projects, championed initiatives for social responsibility, and 

demonstrated a genuine spirit of service—enhancing not only our School, but the broader community around 

us. 

I am immensely proud of all our students—their progress, achievements, friendships, and leadership this year 

reflect the character and ethos of Coogee Prep. To the staff, thank you for your unwavering dedication and 

professionalism. To our students, your loyalty, passion, and perseverance continue to define who we are. This 

year’s success reflects all of you, and the legacy you help to uphold. 

In 2024, we also welcomed significant leadership transitions. I was pleased to announce that Mr Jason Wren-

Pattison, who has served as Deputy Head for the past three years, will assume the position of Head of 

School from 2025. He will continue to teach Year 6, ensuring continuity and leadership in the classroom. 

Ms Kerry Gershon, after 17 years as Head of School, will transition into the newly established role of Head of 

Operations, bringing her experience and insight to this important position. 
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As we reflect on this milestone year, Coogee Prep once again demonstrates that education is not solely about 

individual success, but about building a better, more connected world. This is the legacy we honour, one that 

has grown over 110 years and continues to inspire future generations. 

 

 
John T. Dicks 
 

Principal 
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Parents and Friends’ Association 2024 
 
The 2024 school year has been another rewarding and productive year for the Parents and Friends (P&F) 

Association. We commenced the year by hosting our annual Welcome Drinks in March at the Coogee 

Legion Club, an event that continues to foster strong community connections. Throughout the year, we 

celebrated key occasions with our school community, including Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 

Grandparents’ Day. A highlight of the calendar was our annual Christmas Lunch for all Coogee Preparatory 

School (CPS) students and staff—an event that remains one of the most anticipated days of the year. 

Our fundraising initiatives this year included community favourites such as raffles, the Easter guessing 

competition, Fun Food Fridays, Founders Day activities, and Thursday canteen orders. These events not 

only bring enjoyment to the students and community but also raise valuable funds to support the school. 

Thanks to the generosity and participation of our school community, the P&F was proud to contribute to 

several projects throughout the school in 2024, including: 

 

● Funding a new public address (PA) system for the school hall 

● Delivering and installing new library furniture, which has greatly enhanced students’ library lessons 

● Providing the floral wreath laid by our School Captains at the ANZAC Day dawn service 

● Supplying new lockers for all infants’ classrooms 

● Catering for Grandparents’ Morning 

● Contributing to the Year 6 farewell celebration, including limousine hire 

● Purchasing new sports equipment for students’ use during school hours 

●  

We extend our sincere thanks to the class parents for their time, dedication, and continued support 

throughout the year: 

 

● Kindergarten – All parents 

● Year 1 – Sandra Chau and Lucien Hardman 

● Year 2 – Linda Angelini 

● Year 3 – Mai Pham 

● Year 4 – Antonella Petrella and Julie Fletcher 

● Year 5 – Callie Mackenzie 

● Year 6 – Anita Comyn and Kathleen O’Hara 

 

 

As the 2024 school year concludes, we express our heartfelt gratitude to all parents, friends, teachers, 

volunteers, and, of course, the boys themselves. Everything we do is for our Gentlemen, Sportsmen, and 

Scholars. With our two-year term as P&F representatives coming to an end, we thank the school 

community for the support and encouragement we have received. It has been an honour and a privilege to 

serve and support CPS and its families. 

 

 

P&F Expenditure 2024 
 
 

CPS P&F Westpac Accounts Summary FY 2024  

   

Westpac Account 283173 Reconciliation 01/07/23 to 30/06/2024 Total Assets 

  33,024.13 
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Opening balance 30,223.49  
Add deposit 49,050.86  
Less Expenditure 47,784.30  
Balance as at 30/06/2024 31,490.05  
Balance on Westpac Statement as at 30/06/2024 31,490.05  

   

Westpac Account 558026 Reconciliation 01/07/23 to 30/06/2024  

   

Opening balance 474.71  
Add deposit 9,500.00  
Less Expenditure 9,290.65  
Balance as at 30/06/2024 684.06  
Balance on Westpac Statement as at 30/06/2024 684.06  

 

              
0.00   

   

Westpac Account 431594 Reconciliation 01/07/23 to 30/06/24  

   

Opening balance 0.02  
Add deposit 0.00  
Less Expenditure 0.00  
Balance as at 30/06/24 0.02  
Balance on Westpac Statement as at 30/06/24 0.02  

                    -     
Apple Square (undeposited funds) 01/07/23 to 30/06/24  

   

Opening balance 902.54  
Add deposit 16,250.21  
Less Expenditure 17,152.75  
Balance as at 30/06/2024 0.00  
Balance on Apple Square as at 30/06/2024 0.00  

                    -     
Cash on hand (undeposited funds)    
Opening balance 0.00  
Add deposit 850.00  
Less Expenditure 0.00  
Balance as at 30/06/2024 850.00  
Cash on hand (undeposited funds) 850.00  

   

2024FY Profit and Loss 1,423.37  
*Notes* 
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1. P&F used Square terminal to take contactless payments in various fund-raising 
events during the year. All funds raised have been transferred to Westpac account 
283173. 
2. Funds raised in cash throughout the year total $850 and has since been 
deposited in November 2024. 

 

 

 

 
 
Executive 2023-2024 

 

Mrs Simone Skinner-Smith 

 

Mrs Sara Andreatta 

 

Mrs Nicole Wang 
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Review of the Goals set for 2024: Outcomes 

5 primary goals were identified in the 2023 Annual Report for focus in 2024. A recap and progress on  

each of these 5 goals is outlined below.  

 
 

 

2024 Goal 1 

 
Record keeping, archives and alumni 

Digitisation of all school records archival material  

 
Outcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The administrative position now encompasses archives and records management, 

so a focused approach can be taken to record and archive material. The archivist 

is about to complete a Master's in Archives and Records. 

1. The Archivist now attends professional development days once at term as 

part of the Australian Society of Archivist School Special Interest Group 

(SIG). 

2. The Archivist now holds a Master of Information Science (Records and 

Archives) 

2. All enrolment records are now 100% online via ENROL HQ management 

            software. 

3. All school records are 100% online and managed through SENTRAL.  

5. Archival material is being centralised in waterproof storage containers so it 

can be sorted and scanned in-house 

6.        A drop-down photographic background has been purchased to photograph 

archival objects in house  

Ongoing goals 2025 - Digitise all Legacy school files in-house and store on a dedicated secure cloud drive 

- Photograph all archival objects 

- Continue to build school archival website for launch in 2026 

- Form a new Old Boy’s Union committee 

- Send out a revamped old Boy’s Union Newsletter in Term 4 2025 
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2024 Goal 2 

 

Curriculum  

Implementation of the mandatory 3-6 English and Mathematics 

syllabus 2024  
 

Outcome  
2024 was a year of planning and preparation for the new 3-6 English and  
Mathematics syllabuses. These syllabuses are required to be taught from 2024 
onwards.  

 
Teachers provided time throughout 2023 and continuing into 2024 to develop a deep 
understanding of the pedagogy and evidence base through professional learning and 
resources.  

 
Professional learning for all staff in relation to teaching, planning and assessing new 
content. These include ongoing attendance at AIS registered courses and 
membership to PETAA.  

 
With a strong focus on explicit teaching, our teaching programs will continue to evolve 
to reflect changes in the new curriculum and support student engagement and 
progress. Explicit teaching programs include Little Learners Love Literacy in our K-2 
classrooms, Writers Toolbox being used in 2-6 in 2024, and a whole-school approach 
from 2025. Prime Maths program and texts will replace iMaths in 3-4 and continue in 5 
and 6. 

 
Comprehension Express was introduced in the primary years. This explicit, whole 
class teaching program, which focuses on reading comprehension strategies and 
mastery, will be taught over terms 1 and 2.  

 
Working with the AIS and Sentral to update our reports to reflect the new NESA 
reporting guidelines.  

 
Use of Essential assessment online tracking and assessment tool. This tool allows 
teachers to monitor and track student progress against the new NSW English and 
Mathematics curriculum in K-6. It is used to inform teaching and differentiate 
curriculum.   
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2024 Goal 3 

 
 School Registration  

Overview - Achieved 
- Registration was finalized and approved in 2024 
- The next registration takes place 2029 

 
 

2024 Goal 4 

 
 Technologies 

Overview  
- Continuation of technologies for teaching and learning, engagement and assessment 
- Sentral on the cloud and upgraded 
- IT support for student accounts  
- Administration 
- Assessment and reporting 
- User-friendly for staff and administration 

 

 
Outcome 

  
       Achieved 

 
 

2024 Goal 5 

 
The introduction of Auslan into the curriculum 

 
Outcome 

 
Auslan has now been successfully implemented into the curriculum K – 6 in  
weekly lessons with Mrs. Sara Buckland (who is fluent in both Auslan and spoken 
language) 
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     Goals 2025 

 
 
2025 Goal 1 

 

 Library Learning Centre upgrade and renovation 

 
Overview 

 

In 2025, the school will undertake a comprehensive renovation of the library to 

address the evolving requirements of students, staff, and the demands of twenty-

first-century education. Recognising that the existing facility requires substantial 

refurbishment, the project aims to modernise the space to better support 

contemporary pedagogical approaches and the diverse functions the library serves 

within the school community. 

The library remains a pivotal centre for learning and engagement, facilitating library 

lessons, debates, chess activities, learning support sessions, enrolment interviews, 

staff meetings, and professional development. Given this broad spectrum of usage, 

it is imperative to create a versatile and refined environment that accommodates 

various educational and administrative needs. 

The refurbishment includes the installation of flexible seating arrangements to 

accommodate diverse learning preferences, enhancements to the visual appeal of 

the space, and improved access to and visibility of books and educational 

resources. These improvements will significantly enhance the library’s role in 

fostering independent inquiry, collaboration, and academic achievement. 

This renovation will reflect the school’s ongoing commitment to providing 

exemplary learning environments that promote intellectual growth and community 

engagement. The upgraded library reflects the school’s dedication to supporting 

both students and staff in a dynamic and future-focused setting. 

 

 
 

2025 Goal 2 

 
Professional Development for the New HSIE Curriculum 

Implementation 

 

 
Overview 

 

In response to the New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) 

requirement to fully implement the new Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 

syllabus by 2027, the school is committed to a phased rollout beginning in 

Semester 2, 2025. 

To support this transition, a comprehensive professional development program has 

been established to ensure staff are fully prepared to deliver the revised curriculum 
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effectively. This program includes a combination of in-house workshops, 

collaborative planning sessions, and structured professional learning opportunities. 

In addition, teaching staff will engage with targeted online professional 

development courses provided by the Association of Independent Schools (AIS) 

and NESA. These courses are designed to deepen teachers’ understanding of the 

syllabus content, curriculum requirements, and best pedagogical practices aligned 

with the new HSIE framework. 

The school’s approach emphasises sustained, reflective professional learning, 

supported by coaching and mentoring, to build staff confidence and competence 

over time. This structured program ensures that educators are equipped to meet 

NESA’s standards and deliver a high-quality learning experience that aligns with 

contemporary educational expectations. 

 

 
 

2025 Goal 3 

 

Media and Marketing Strategy 

 

Overview  

In 2025, the school will enhance its media and marketing efforts with the goal of 

increasing visibility within the local community and positively impacting student 

retention and enrolments. Recognising the importance of a strong and engaging 

public presence, the school plans to implement a multi-faceted approach to raise 

awareness of its programs, values, and achievements. 

Key initiatives will include active participation in community events such as the 

Randwick Spot Festival, providing valuable opportunities to engage directly with 

local families and showcase the school’s vibrant culture. The school will also host 

well-publicised Open Days, inviting prospective families to experience the learning 

environment firsthand and connect with staff and students. 

To further expand its reach, the school will invest in improving its social media 

presence through targeted marketing campaigns. These campaigns will utilise 

data-driven strategies to engage specific audiences, highlighting the school’s 

unique offerings and success stories. By leveraging multiple platforms, the school 

aims to strengthen its digital footprint and foster ongoing engagement with current 

and prospective community members. 

- Collectively, these initiatives will support the school’s strategic goal of building a 

strong, visible brand that attracts and retains students while reinforcing its 

reputation as a leading educational institution in the region. 
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2025 Goal 4 

 
       Staff transition and succession planning 

 

 

 
Overview 

 

In 2025, the school will undertake a strategic restructuring of its executive 

leadership team to support future growth, enhance leadership capacity, and ensure 

the continued delivery of high-quality educational outcomes. This restructure is 

aligned with the school’s commitment to succession planning and the development 

of internal leadership. 

As part of this process, our Deputy Head will transition into the leadership role 

(Head of School) within the executive team.  

To support a smooth and effective transition, the Head of School will participate in 

the Principal Induction Program, which provides a comprehensive foundation in 

school leadership, governance, and strategic planning. In addition, the Head of 

School will represent the school at IPSHA (Independent Primary School Heads of 

Australia) meetings, providing opportunities for professional networking, sector 

engagement, and exposure to best practice leadership across the independent 

education sector. 

This initiative reflects the school’s proactive approach to leadership development 

and its commitment to fostering a strong, future-ready executive team capable of 

leading the school with vision, integrity, and excellence. 
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2025 Goal 5 

 
     Pixevity: Photo management system 

 

   
Overview 

 

In 2025 Coogee Prep will implement Pixevity Photo Management software. This 

system will use facial recognition software to link all student records (legacy and 

current student) to photographic images. 

 

Digital photographs will be uploaded into the Pixevity system. 

 

Undigitised physical photographs will be scanned and uploaded. 

 

An app will allow all staff to load all photographs taken directly into the Pixevity 

system thus alleviating the need to capture photos on personal devise and email 

them for storage. This will ensure greater security of images. 

 

Permission will be sought from all parents as to the use of images across all 

possible use scenarios – internal, marketing and social media use. 
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Student Performance in Nationwide Tests and Examinations 2024 
 

 

Our students consistently perform at a high level across all external assessments, including selective and 

independent high school entrance exams. We are proud of the strong academic foundation our boys build here, and 

it's always encouraging to receive positive feedback from secondary schools highlighting how well-prepared Coogee 

Prep students are for the next stage of their educational journey. 

 

 
NAPLAN Results 2024  
 

 
NAPLAN implemented a new grading system in 2024, replacing the band scoring with 4 categories. 

 

- Exceeding 

- Strong 

- Developing 

- Needs additional Support. 

 

The standard for proficiency is set at a challenging but reasonable level. If your child is in the Strong or Exceeding 

category, it means they have demonstrated proficiency and that their literacy or numeracy skills are where they should 

be at this stage of their schooling. If your child has not yet achieved proficiency, then they will either be in the 

Developing category or the Needs additional support category. The tables below indicate the subjects which were 

tested in NAPLAN and the percentage of boys in each category. 

 

 
 

Year 3  Numeracy Reading Writing Grammar 
and 
Punctuation 

Spelling  

Exceeding 36% 27%  
- 

36% 18% 

Strong 46% 64% 100% 55% 64% 

Developing 18% 9%  
- 

9% 9% 

Needs 
additional 
Support 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

9% 
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Year 5  
 

Numeracy Reading Writing Grammar 
and 
Punctuation 

Spelling  

Exceeding 50% 42% 50% 58% 50% 

Strong 50% 58% 50% 42% 50% 

Developing  
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

Needs 
additional 
Support 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
 

University of New South Wales REACH and ICAS Testing 2024 

All Primary students participated in the REACH assessments, administered by UNSW Global. We are pleased to 

report that once again, our students achieved outstanding results, as reflected in the tables below. 

In addition to the REACH assessments, the ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) 

program was offered as an optional exam. The number of students receiving awards for their achievements and 

participation is also detailed below. 

We extend our congratulations to all students who undertook the REACH and ICAS assessments in English, 

Mathematics, and Science. Their commitment to academic excellence is commendable. 

All participating students received their certificates as part of their Speech Day packages. The data presented 

represents the number of students from each year group. 
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REACH Results 

 
English 

 
 Outstanding Commendable Good Effort Satisfactory Participation 

Year 3 - 2 6 4 
- 

Year 4 - 6 7 4 
- 

Year 5 
 

1 6 7  - 

Year 6 1 4 16 2 
 

 
Maths 

 
 Outstanding Commendable Good Effort Satisfactory Participation 

Year 3 3 2 6 

              
             1 

 

 
Year 4 

  

6 

 

7 

 

4 

 

 
Year 5 

 

4 

 

3 

 

6 

 

1 

 

 
Year 6 

 

5 

 

9 

 

9 

  

 
Science 

 
 Outstanding Commendable Good Effort Satisfactory Participation 

Year 3  5 3 3 

 
1 

 
Year 4 

  

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 
Year 5 

 
1 

 
6 

 
7 

  

 
Year 6 

 
2 

 
5 

 
10 

 
4 
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ICAS Results 

English 
 

 High 
Distinction 

Distinction Credit Merit Participation 

Year 3 
  

1             2 
 
1 

 
2 

Year 4  1             1 
  

Year 5 
   

2 
  

1 

Year 6  
  

1 
 
1 

  
1 

 
 

Science 
 

 High 
Distinction 

Distinction Credit Merit Participation 

Year 3 
    

1 

 
4 

Year 4 

           
         2 

  

Year 5 
 1    

2 

Year 6 
              

         3 
  

 
        Maths 
 

 High 
Distinction 

Distinction Credit Merit Participation 

Year 3 
  

1 

  
2 

 
3 

Year 4 
            

        2 
  

Year 5 
 1            

           1 
1  

Year 6 
            

         2 
 
1 

 
1 
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Student Body Characteristics 2024 

Kindergarten x 4 

Year 1 x 18 

Year 2 x 21 

Year 3 x 13 

Year 4 x 16 

Year 5 x 16 

Year 6 x 25 

Total students in 2024 = 113 

 

Attendance 2024  

Coogee Prep has strong attendance rates that are well above the national average. The school reports on 

attendance twice a year to the Department of Education. Throughout 2023, attendance was 94.66 which is 

well above the national average. This was up from 91.8 in 2022, reflecting the 100% return to onsite learning 

and the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions. 

Regular school attendance is essential to assist students to maximise their learning as well as their social 

development. Parents/carers are required to telephone or email the School Office before 9.00am if a student is 

ill. Absences of three or more days require a doctor’s certificate on the student’s return to school. All absences 

must be explained by a note (electronic or hard copy) and are recorded in a database (Sentral) for follow-up and 

reporting. Teachers mark class rolls (through the Sentral student database system) at 8.30am each morning 

(via Sentral).  

Late boys must report to the office to sign in, or their teacher will send them down to the office to have the roll 

amended. Sentral sends parents/guardians an automatic alert regarding unexplained absences at 9:30 a.m.  

Frequent or prolonged absences from school, whether explained or unexplained, are followed up and 

documented in accordance with Government guidelines and ministerial policy. 

● Attendance data is measured by the government from Years 1 – 6 in Primary Schools 
 

 

Semester 1 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Term 3 2024 
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Scholarships 2024 

Each year, Coogee Preparatory School awards four prestigious internal scholarships in recognition of 

outstanding merit. These scholarships are designed to acknowledge and reward students who demonstrate 

exceptional commitment, consistent effort, and excellence across academic, sporting, and personal 

development domains. 

Recipients exemplify the School’s core values of the Gentleman, Scholar, and Sportsman, serving as role 

models to their peers. The scholarships not only honour individual achievement but also encourage all 

students to strive for excellence in all aspects of school life. 

 

 
William Nimmo Memorial 

Best All Rounder Scholarship 

Best All Rounder in Year Five 2024 

with 25% Tuition Fees covered in Year Six 2025 

 
 
 

Stephen Chen 

 
Stephen Dicks Memorial Scholarship 

Highest Percentile Improvement in Year Five 2024 

with 20% Tuition Fees covered in Year Six 2025 

Alex Komonczi 

Ruby Storey Memorial 

Best All Rounder Scholarship 

Best All Rounder in Year Four 2024 

with 25% of Tuition Fees covered in Year Five 2025 

 
 

Lachlan McDonald 

 
Walter Scott South Memorial Scholarship 

Highest Percentile Improvement in Year Four 2024 

with 20% Tuition Fees covered in Year Five 2025 

Maximilian Kinne  

 
.  
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              Overview of Curriculum and Programs in 2024 

  
This year, the Primary staff at Coogee Prep have remained focused and committed to implementing the new 

NSW syllabuses for English and Mathematics. These revised syllabuses—aimed at strengthening 

foundational skills in literacy and numeracy—emphasise structured, explicit learning sequences that support 

the progress of every student. While this has long been a part of our pedagogical philosophy, the rollout has 

provided an opportunity to reflect, refine, and introduce innovative programs that further engage students 

and support academic achievement. 

 

One such initiative has been the continued success of our weekly Spelling Mastery lessons. Building on 

this, we introduced the Comprehension Express Reading Program across all Primary classrooms during 

Terms 1 and 2. Delivered three times per week, this program incorporates ten research-based strategies 

designed to enhance students’ ability to analyse and understand texts. Lessons guide students through both 

immediate reading tasks and post-reading reflection, offering a structured approach to comprehension. 

Carefully selected texts—diverse in theme and genre—ensure both relevance and engagement, with 

particular attention paid to appealing to boys’ interests. 

 

In tandem with Literacy Pro and Story Box Hub, Comprehension Express fosters not only measurable 

improvement in comprehension but also promotes a love of reading. These resources collectively provide 

students with the tools to track their progress while nurturing a lifelong habit of reading for both knowledge 

and enjoyment. 

 

Another significant development in English has been the school-wide adoption of the Writer’s Toolbox.  

This innovative program offers personalised writing support through advanced artificial intelligence, giving 

students real-time, individualised feedback. From sentence structure and grammar to the cultivation of 

creativity, Writer’s Toolbox empowers students to develop and refine their writing skills at their own pace. 

 

Its adaptive technology allows students to respond to targeted suggestions, fostering critical thinking about 

language choices and encouraging experimentation with different writing styles and techniques. Over the 

course of the year, we have observed increased confidence and proficiency in writing across all year levels. 

 

For our teaching staff, Writer’s Toolbox offers an invaluable performance dashboard, enabling real-time 

tracking of student progress and informing targeted instruction. This tool enhances not only student 

outcomes but also supports teachers in delivering differentiated and effective writing instruction. 

 

In Mathematics, students have continued to demonstrate strong progress. Our learning programs ensure that 

all students acquire essential numeracy skills and fluency, while nurturing logical, critical, and creative 

thinking. Owing to the success of the Prime Mathematics program with our Stage 3 students—and positive 

feedback from secondary schools regarding our Year 6 graduates’ readiness—the program was extended to 

include Stage 2 from the beginning of 2024. 

 

Drawing on world-class pedagogical models from Singapore and Hong Kong, Prime Mathematics builds 

conceptual understanding through a progressive sequence that begins with concrete experiences, transitions 

to visual representations, and culminates in abstract reasoning. Students engage with arithmetic, algebra, 

geometry, and data analysis in a structured, enjoyable, and deeply meaningful way. 
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Technology continues to play a vital role in enriching the Primary curriculum and preparing students for the 

demands of the digital age. In 2024, we further integrated tools such as MergeCubes, Makey Makey boards, 

CoSpaces, and a range of virtual and augmented reality technologies. These resources support dynamic and 

interactive learning environments, accommodating diverse learning styles and helping students become 

adaptable, confident users of technology in both academic and real-world contexts. 

 

While we recognise the positive impact of digital learning tools, we are also mindful of the wider challenges 

around screen time. In response, we look forward to implementing a Technology-Free Day each week in 

2025. This initiative aims to foster a healthy balance between digital engagement and offline learning, 

encouraging students to disconnect from devices and focus on interpersonal skills, creativity, and hands-on 

experiences. 

 

In addition to classroom learning, a wide array of excursions and camps in 2024 provided students with 

valuable learning experiences beyond the school gates. Excursions to Symbio Wildlife Park, Kurnell 

National Park, Chinatown, Sculpture by the Sea, and Kids Giving Back, as well as the Primary School 

Camp to Katoomba and the bi-annual Canberra Tour, allowed students to make real-world connections with 

their studies while building vital life skills such as teamwork, problem-solving, and adaptability. 

 

A school year of such depth and success is made possible through the unwavering dedication of our teaching 

staff, the enthusiasm and effort of our students, and the ongoing support of our parent community. I extend my 

sincere thanks to all Primary teachers and support staff for their collegiality, commitment, and professionalism 

throughout what has been an exceptionally productive year. 
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Leadership Program  
 
Coogee Preparatory School remains deeply committed to the traditional values of hard work, self-discipline, and 
respect for others. These principles are at the heart of our School Motto: “Gentleman, Scholar, Sportsman,” and 
guide the holistic education we provide every boy. 
 
A key element of this philosophy is our Year 6 Leadership Program, which nurtures responsibility, maturity, and 
character in our senior students as they prepare for high school. The program is designed to build confident, 
capable young men who demonstrate integrity, resilience, and a strong sense of service. 
 
The 2024 Year 6 Leadership Program was once again a great success, fostering positive relationships and 
enhancing the individual learning experience. Through a variety of structured opportunities, students were 
encouraged to support one another, contribute meaningfully to the school and wider community, and develop 
core competencies such as resilience, assertiveness, decision-making, problem-solving, and leadership. 
 
A highlight of the program is our Buddy System, which pairs Year 6 leaders with our youngest students in 
Kindergarten. This initiative continued strongly in 2024, with senior students embracing their mentoring roles with 
enthusiasm and care. Their guidance provided reassurance and friendship to Kindergarten boys as they 
transitioned into school life, while simultaneously reinforcing a culture of responsibility and compassion among 
our leaders. 
 
We extend our sincere congratulations to all Year 6 students for their exemplary leadership. In particular, we 
thank our School Captain and Vice-Captain for their outstanding commitment and service throughout 2024. 
 

Primary Circle Time 
 
In 2024, all primary students at Coogee Prep continued to participate in weekly Circle Time sessions, held in 
classrooms each Friday afternoon. These sessions, lasting 20 to 40 minutes, are grounded in Sue Roffey’s 
Circle Solutions for Student Wellbeing and form a core component of our school-wide approach to social and 
emotional learning. 
 
Circle Time provides students with structured, teacher-led opportunities to reflect on the School’s core weekly 
values — Respect, Honesty, Responsibility, Perseverance, and Inclusivity. Students engage in meaningful 
discussions about how these values apply in their everyday lives, both at school and beyond. 
 
Sessions also address age-relevant and contemporary topics, promoting open, respectful dialogue in a safe 
environment. This fosters individual self-worth, builds social awareness, and strengthens interpersonal skills 
such as empathy, communication, and conflict resolution. 
 

Infants’ Mindfulness and Wellbeing Time 
 
For our younger learners, Coogee Prep delivers targeted Mindfulness and Wellbeing sessions aimed at building 
the foundations of emotional intelligence and healthy relationships. These sessions explore important concepts 
such as respectful friendships, fair play, managing emotions, constructive conflict resolution, and practising 
gratitude and mindfulness. 
 
We understand that our students are not only learners, but future leaders, friends, partners, and fathers. Our 
responsibility is to equip them with the emotional and interpersonal skills to thrive in these roles. Through 
intentional learning experiences, we aim to nurture confident, empathetic, and socially responsible individuals 
who make positive contributions to their school and broader community. 
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Student Representative Council 2024 
 

We extend our gratitude to all the boys who participated in the SRC this year. A special acknowledgment goes to 

Raff Sinfield and Zack Serhan (Social Justice Captains), Emilio Papaioannou (Captain), and Malachai White 

(Vice-Captain) for their exemplary dedication and leadership throughout 2024. Their commitment and ability to 

lead by example have been truly inspiring. 

 

A cornerstone initiative of the SRC was the continued promotion of the You Can Sit With Me campaign. Each 

SRC member proudly wore a yellow wristband, symbolising inclusivity and kindness. This initiative not only made 

SRC members easily identifiable for students to approach with issues or concerns but also encouraged connection 

by inviting anyone feeling down to sit with them. 

 

The SRC also spearheaded numerous successful initiatives and fundraising campaigns across the year: 

 

Term One 

The SRC focused on reinforcing our core values by engaging in discussions about class and school rules, ensuring 

a positive environment both in classrooms and on the playground. Harmony Day was a highlight, with students 

and teachers wearing orange to celebrate inclusiveness, respect, and belonging for all, regardless of cultural 

background. 

 

Term Two 

This was the SRC's busiest term. Pirate Day saw students dressed as pirates, raising over $300 for childhood 

brain cancer research. The Pretty Flipped initiative continued vital conversations about valuing people for their 

character rather than appearances. The term culminated with Jump Rope for Heart, where the school raised an 

outstanding $5,329 for the Heart Foundation, showcasing incredible skipping skills and team spirit. 

 

Term Three 

Students showed their support for struggling farmers by dressing as farmers for Fiver for a Farmer, raising $400. 

Jersey Day highlighted the importance of organ donation, inspiring meaningful conversations about helping others. 

Finally, Coogee Prep hosted R U OK? Day, providing an opportunity for students to check in with classmates, 

teachers, and friends, fostering a caring and supportive community. 

 

Altogether, the Coogee Prep community raised over $6,000 in 2024 for various important causes. This is an 

achievement everyone should take pride in, reflecting the strength of our collective spirit. 

 

We commend the students, parents, and staff for your unwavering support and enthusiasm throughout the year. 
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        Chess 2024 

Chess continues to be a valued and enriching component of life at Coogee Prep. Students in Years 3 to 6 are 

invited to participate in optional Friday afternoon chess lessons, facilitated by the Sydney Academy of Chess. 

Inspired by their older peers, many younger students from Kindergarten to Year 2 also begin to engage with 

the game, often learning through informal coaching provided by the senior boys. 

In 2024, the school proudly fielded five teams across various levels—from Championship to Rookie—in the 

Interschool Chess Competition held during Terms 2 and 3. These matches took place on Friday afternoons at 

a range of local schools, and we extend our congratulations to all students who represented Coogee Prep with 

enthusiasm and sportsmanship in this highly competitive environment. We are also most grateful to the 

parents who generously assisted with transport each week. 

An internal Junior and Senior Chess Competition is held annually in Term 4, with trophies presented to the 

winners during our Speech Day celebrations. 

 

Debating 2024 

In 2024, the Coogee Prep Debating Team proudly represented the school in the Eastern Regional IPSHA Inter-

Schools Debating Competition. Building on the foundation of practice debates undertaken in Year 5 under the 

guidance of Mr O’Connor, the Year 6 students entered the competition as confident, articulate, and well-

prepared speakers. 

We extend our sincere thanks to Ms Gershon for her coordination and support of the team throughout the 

season. We also gratefully acknowledge Ms Emma Brown-Garrett for her time and expertise in adjudicating our 

home debates. 
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Creative Arts 2024 

        

       Drama and Music 

 

The year 2024 has been another outstanding chapter for the Performing Arts at Coogee Prep. It has been a 

pleasure to witness our students thrive both in the classroom and on stage, showcasing their creativity, 

discipline, and enthusiasm. 

Throughout the year, the Music program has continued to evolve, with a gradual introduction of solfège into 

lessons. This approach is helping to build a strong foundation that connects the practical aspects of music-

making with a deeper theoretical understanding. Students have been diligently developing their singing and 

aural skills—both essential components in the training of young musicians. It has been deeply rewarding to 

observe the ways in which these skills have enhanced their overall musical growth. 

A highlight of the year was Coogee Prep’s participation in the IPSHA Performing Arts Festival at the Sydney 

Town Hall. Our Primary students delivered a memorable performance, demonstrating remarkable commitment 

and energy throughout rehearsals and on the night. The enthusiastic audience response, marked by cheers 

and resounding applause, was a testament to the boys’ hard work and a moment of great pride for our school 

community—an event that will be fondly remembered for years to come. 

Miss Kerrin Oakes 

Performing Arts Teacher 
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Art  

 
Art plays an important part in creative learning at Coogee Prep. The boys create a major work facilitated by 

RAWART, who work with the staff to provide curriculum-based artistic projects that are either solo or group 

works. 

 

  Class art projects are also an important part of the curriculum as boys combine text and visual elements in 

reports, creative writing, research and discovery. These are displayed throughout the school/ Digital tools 

such as CANVA are often employed to combine the important skills of digital creation and representation that 

are crucial skills in the modern curriculum.  
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Sport 2024 

2024 was a highly successful year for sport at Coogee Prep, with full Summer and Winter seasons completed 

without interruption. It was particularly pleasing to see our students actively engage in a wide range of 

representative carnivals, including IPSHA Swimming, IPSHA Cross Country, IPSHA Athletics, and the South 

Harbour Athletics Carnival. Coogee Prep continues to demonstrate an impressive sporting presence, 

consistently performing beyond expectations for a school of our size. 

Sport remains an integral and valued component of life at Coogee Prep, promoting teamwork, sportsmanship, 

communication, acceptance, and inclusion. Our inclusive approach ensures that every student has the 

opportunity to participate, enjoy, and develop his athletic abilities. Coaches across all teams observed 

significant growth in the boys’ confidence, skills, and understanding of their respective sports. We look forward 

to building upon these achievements in 2025. 

We extend our sincere thanks and congratulations to all coaches for their unwavering dedication and support of 

their teams. We also gratefully acknowledge the invaluable contribution of parents, who ensured their sons' 

attendance at trainings, games, and carnivals, and provided encouragement from the sidelines. 

Special thanks are due to Mr Jarrod McAskill for his leadership of the School’s Physical Education program in 

2024. His thoughtful implementation of skills-based drills and activities has aligned closely with the fundamental 

movement skills underpinning our Saturday Sports program, ensuring a strong connection between curriculum 

and competition. 

In addition to our regular fixtures, Coogee Prep students also participated in various inter-school competitions, 

including table tennis and tennis, broadening their sporting experiences and strengthening inter-school 

connections. 
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 Co-Curricular 2024 

The 2024 Co-Curricular Program at Coogee Prep offered a dynamic and diverse array of opportunities for 

students in Years 3 to 6, all delivered by qualified coaches and professionals under the supervision of dedicated 

CPS staff. This program serves as a valuable extension of the academic curriculum, supporting the holistic 

development of our students by encouraging the growth of character, confidence, and capability through 

structured extracurricular engagement. 

Designed to foster teamwork, self-discipline, and perseverance, the Co-Curricular Program provides students 

with the opportunity to explore and refine their individual talents in a supportive and enriching environment. Our 

goal is to nurture well-rounded young men, equipped with lifelong skills and values that will support their 

transition to high school and continue to serve them into adulthood. 

In 2024, the program encompassed a broad selection of activities, including: 

● Cricket: A vibrant and competitive program that allows students to develop technical skills and experience the 

value of team collaboration. 

● AFL (Australian Rules Football): Focused on skill acquisition, game tactics, and cooperative play, this 

program helps students build confidence and physical agility. 

● Jiu-Jitsu: Emphasising self-discipline, focus, and fitness, this martial art equips students with both self-

defence techniques and mental resilience. 

● Sailing: Through the Tackers Course, students gained hands-on experience in sailing fundamentals, including 

technique, safety, and basic racing, while enjoying time on the water. 

● Tennis: Structured, level-based coaching allowed students to refine stroke play, serving, and match 

strategies, complemented by friendly weekly competitions. 

● Coding (via Code Camp): In a creative, interactive setting, students designed, developed, and presented 

their own digital games, fostering problem-solving and computational thinking. 

● Golf: Students were introduced to key elements of the game, including driving, approach play, chipping, and 

putting, with engaging mini-games designed to build both skill and enthusiasm. 

The Co-Curricular Program continues to uphold Coogee Prep’s commitment to nurturing the intellectual, 

physical, and personal growth of every student. It reinforces the School’s motto and values, while providing 

meaningful experiences that inspire passion and perseverance beyond the classroom. 

We look forward to continuing this tradition in the years ahead, and to witnessing our students thrive as they 

explore their interests, develop their abilities, and grow into confident, capable young men. 
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Outdoor Education 2024 

The Outdoor Education Program remains a much-anticipated highlight of the Coogee Prep calendar, offering 

students valuable opportunities for experiential learning beyond the classroom. Boys in Years 4 to 6 participate 

in biennial school camps, alternating between two distinctive locations: the coastal environment of Toukley and 

the rugged natural setting of the Blue Mountains. Each camp spans three days and two nights, providing a rich 

and immersive experience. 

These camps are designed to promote resilience, teamwork, leadership, and personal growth. Students are 

guided through a series of structured, enjoyable, and age-appropriate activities by qualified outdoor educators, 

all within a safe and supportive environment. The program encourages boys to step outside their comfort zones, 

develop independence, and embrace new challenges in the great outdoors. 

Students in Years 2 and 3 also engage in outdoor education experiences through either an off-site day camp or 

a specially designed activity day held at school. These programs focus on team building, cooperation, and 

confidence-building exercises that lay the foundation for future camp participation. 

The Outdoor Education Program plays an integral role in Coogee Prep’s broader mission to develop well-

rounded, confident, and capable young men, equipped with the social and emotional skills essential for lifelong 

success. 
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Excursions and Incursions 2024 

 
School incursions and excursions play a vital role in enriching the educational experience at a boys’ primary 

school, offering meaningful opportunities for hands-on learning beyond the traditional classroom setting. These 

activities are carefully designed to spark curiosity, deepen understanding, and make curriculum content more 

engaging and relevant. Whether exploring museums, attending live performances, or participating in on-site 

workshops, boys benefit from dynamic, real-world connections that support different learning styles and promote 

active inquiry. Excursions and incursions also foster social development by encouraging collaboration, 

independence, and respectful behaviour in diverse environments. Most importantly, they create memorable 

experiences that inspire a lifelong love of learning. 

 

Infants’ 
 

 
Excursions Incursions 

 
 

 
Kindergarten 

Western Sydney Zoo  
Sydney Tramway Museum 
Calmsley Farm 
Sculptures by the Sea  

 
Book Week Performance  
Kaleidoscope Science  
Life Education  
World of Maths  
Mini Beasts 
Magic Show 

   
 

 
Year One 

Western Sydney Zoo 
Sydney Tramway Museum 
Calmsley Farm  
Sculptures by the Sea  
Carrs Park Adventure 

Book Week Performance 
Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  
World of Maths 
Mini Beasts 
Magic Show 

   
  Book Week Performance 

Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  
World of Maths 
Mini Beasts 
Poetry in Action  
Ranger Jamie 
Magic Show  

  

 

  Year Two 

Harbour Bridge Pylon 
Chinatown 
Carrs Park 
Chinese lunch 

Sculptures by the Sea 
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Primary 
 

Excursions Incursions 

 
Year Three 

Sculptures by the Sea 
Ranger Jamie - Kurnell 
Oztag Competition  
Symbio Wildlife Park 
Chinatown 
Performing Arts Festival 
Chinese Lunch 

 

Book Week Performance  

Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  

World of Maths 

Poetry in Action 

Ranger Jamie 

Magic Show 

   
   

   

Year Four School Camp  

Ranger Jamie -Kurnell 

Oztag Competition 

Symbio Wildlife Park 

Chinatown 

Performing Arts Festival 

Book Week Performance 

Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  

World of Maths 

Poetry in Action 

Magic Show 

 
  

   

Year Five School Camp   

Leadership Day  

Ranger Jamie -Kurnell 

Oztag Competition  

Symbio Wildlife Park 

Book Week Performance 

Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  

World of Maths 

Poetry in Action 

Magic Show 

Kids Giving Back  
 Canberra  

Performing Arts Festival 

 

Year Six   

 
School Camp 

Leadership Day 

Oztag Competition 

Kids Giving Back 

Canberra 

Performing Arts Festival 

Book Week Performance 

Kaleidoscope Science 
Life Education  

World of Maths 

Poetry in Action 

Magic Show 
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Staff Overview 2024 
 

 

 

Professional Staff Development 
 

Teaching staff are encouraged to attend at least 2 Personal Development days per year to continue their professional 

learning and keep up to date with new developments regarding curriculum. 

 

All staff attended the compulsory CPR training which is held once a year. The general First Aid training covers all 

staff for 3 years. 

 

A Child Protection course is undertaken by all staff each year 

 

All teachers abide by the NESA which sets the standards of teaching practice. Staff at Coogee Prep are all on 

Proficient Level, bar one new teacher who is working towards attaining that level. 

 

 
Staff Numbers and retention 

 

Staff category Number 

Total full-time teaching staff 9 

Total part-time teaching staff 0 

Total full-time ancillary staff 2 

Total part-time ancillary staff 1 

Peripatetic Staff 1 

Total number of staff to leave at the end of 
2023 

1 

 
 
 
In 2024, the average daily staff attendance rate was 95.3%  

 

Teaching Standards 
 

Category Number of teachers 

A. Teachers who have teaching qualifications from a higher education institution 

within Australia or as recognised within the National Office of Overseas Skills 

Recognition (AEI-NOOSR) guidelines 

11 

B. Teachers who have qualifications as a graduate from a higher education 

institution within Australian or one recognised with the AEI-NOOSR guidelines but 

lack formal teacher qualifications 

0 

C. Teachers who do not have qualifications as described in (a) and (b) but have relevant 

successful teaching experience or appropriate knowledge relevant to the teaching content 

0 
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2024 STAFF  

Principal Mr John T. Dicks 

Head of School Ms Kerry Gershon 

Year Six & Curriculum Coordinator Mr Jason Wren-Pattison 

Year Five & Sports Convenor Mr Matthew O’Connor 

Year Four & SRC Co-ordinator Mr Matthew Sarkies 

Year Three Mr Jac Lavorato 

Year Two  Miss Ivana Milovanovic 

Year One  Miss Nicole Thrasy 

Kindergarten Miss Nicole Jara (Mrs Nicole Dunkin) 

PE Teacher Mr Jarrod MacAskill 

Learning Support Coordinator Mr Jake Smith 

Admissions Mrs Annette Black 

Sports Co-ordination & Administrator Mr Campbell Foss 

Administration  Mrs Tessa Morris 

Music and Drama Teacher Miss Kerrin Oakes 

After School Care Miss Danielle Thrasy, Miss Mikayla Leuzzi 

Uniform Shop and General Hand Mr Bob McDonald 
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Enrolments 2024 
 

Class Structure and Enrolment Capacity 

 
Coogee Boys’ Preparatory School operates as a single-stream institution, offering one class per year level 

with a maximum enrolment of twenty-five (25) students per class. Due to the limited number of placements 

available, families are strongly encouraged to initiate the enrolment process well in advance. In certain 

circumstances, and in alignment with the School’s commitment to delivering optimal educational outcomes, 

class sizes may be reduced at the School’s discretion. 

 

Enrolment Priority and Process 

 
Applications for enrolment are considered in the following order of priority: 

 

Siblings of current students 

 

Sons and relatives of Old Boys (who are granted preferential consideration) 

 

All other applicants, in chronological order based on the date of application 

 

Students are eligible for Kindergarten if they have turned five years old, or will do so, by 31 May in the year 

of commencement. Enrolment into other year levels is contingent upon the availability of a place. 

 

Upon accepting a place at Coogee Prep, parents or guardians signify their agreement with the School’s 

educational philosophy, ethos, discipline and behavioural expectations, school policies, and fee payment 

schedule. Following an interview with the Principal and a formal offer of enrolment, the Conditions of Entry 

document must be read, signed, and returned. An Acceptance and Administration Fee of $750 is payable at 

this time. 

 

Special Needs Policy 

 
Coogee Prep defines 'special needs' broadly, encompassing but not limited to: 

 

- Learning difficulties 
 

- Behavioural or psychological concerns 
 

- Social or family challenges 
 

- Language barriers 
 

- Religious or cultural requirements 
 

- Physical disabilities 
 

- Health conditions requiring medication 
 

- Issues relating to bullying or social integration 
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-  
 

 

The School is committed to supporting the individual needs of all students within its capacity and available 

resources. To that end, full disclosure of any known special needs at the time of application is essential. This 

transparency enables the School to assess its ability to provide the appropriate support and to advise 

families accordingly. 

 

Offers of enrolment for students with identified special needs are contingent on the School’s capacity to meet 

those needs effectively. In cases where no disclosure is made, the School will assume that the applicant 

does not require additional support, and any subsequent offer of enrolment will reflect this assumption. 

 

The importance of full disclosure is further emphasised within the Conditions of Entry, which all enrolling 

families must acknowledge and sign. Parents and guardians are also required to inform the School, in 

writing, of any special needs that arise during their child’s enrolment. 
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Summary of Financial Information 2024 
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School Policies 2024 
 
Coogee Preparatory School has a range of policies in place to support student welfare, discipline, and the 

resolution of complaints and grievances. Full versions of these policies are available on the school website. 

 

Student Welfare 

Coogee Prep maintains a strong duty of care to provide a safe, nurturing, and inclusive learning environment 

where students can grow academically, physically, and socially. The School expects students to demonstrate 

high standards of personal conduct and social responsibility. Boys are encouraged to take ownership of their 

actions and understand the consequences of their decisions. Whether at school, representing the School, or 

engaging with the broader community, students are expected to act respectfully and cooperatively. 

 

The wellbeing of every student is a top priority. The School’s welfare-related policies aim to: 

 

- Instil and promote self-discipline in each student. 

 

- Foster tolerance and understanding of individual needs and differences. 

 

- Reinforce the School’s values and ethos by developing strong character traits. 

 

- Positively influence the choices and behaviour of students. 

 

These objectives are supported through: 

 

- Addressing the individual educational needs of each boy and promoting confidence, self-esteem, 

and respect for others. 

 

- Creating a safe, happy, and inclusive learning environment. 

 

- Encouraging self-reliance and responsibility. 

 

- Integrating the School’s values and ethos across the curriculum. 

 

- Cultivating a strong sense of school pride among students. 

 

- Inspiring each boy to strive for personal excellence in all aspects of school life. 

 

- Fostering a collaborative partnership between the School, parents, and students. 

 

Policies that support student welfare at Coogee Prep include: 

 

- Pastoral Care 

 

- Child Protection 

 

- Student Discipline and Behaviour 
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- Health and Wellbeing 

 

- Anti-Bullying (including cyberbullying) 

 

- Complaints and Grievances 

 

- Staff Duty of Care 

 

- House System and Buddy Program 

 

- Student Leadership 

 

Discipline 

At Coogee Prep, positive reinforcement is the preferred approach to managing student behaviour. Teachers 

aim to recognise and encourage good conduct wherever possible. While formal consequences, such as 

detention, are available, they are used as a secondary measure. 

 

When a student persistently disrupts learning or classroom routines, the teacher will contact the parents to 

discuss the matter. If the behaviour continues, a meeting with the Principal may be required to determine 

further disciplinary action. 

 

In severe cases a student may face suspension or expulsion. Coogee Prep strictly prohibits corporal 

punishment in any circumstance. 

 

Anti-Bullying 

Bullying of any kind is not tolerated at Coogee Prep. This includes verbal, physical, indirect (e.g. exclusion, 

spreading rumours), and cyberbullying. The School is proactive in fostering a respectful environment where 

students treat one another with kindness and empathy. 

 

Students are encouraged to speak with their teacher if they feel unsafe or believe they are being bullied. All 

incidents are taken seriously and handled confidentially. Investigations are conducted promptly, impartially, 

and with sensitivity. 

 

Classroom Behaviour Management 

All classrooms at Coogee Prep use a visual behaviour management system to support positive conduct. This 

system helps students monitor their own behaviour and rewards them for positive choices throughout the 

day. 

 

Each student begins the day with a clean slate. Minor infractions may result in moving down one level on the 

chart, with the opportunity to return to a higher level if behaviour improves. More serious offences may result 

in moving down two levels. Reaching the final level signals the need for an executive staff member to 

intervene, and parents may be contacted. Serious misconduct, such as physical aggression, can lead to 

immediate removal from the playground. 

 

As a form of positive reinforcement, students who remain on the top level for a full day receive a raffle ticket. 

Weekly, one student from each class is drawn to receive a reward from the Principal. 
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Complaints and Grievances Resolution Policy 

 
The School’s policy for addressing complaints and grievances provides a clear and fair process for raising 

and resolving concerns from parents, staff, students, or community members. 

 

This policy is guided by the principles of procedural fairness and natural justice. Each concern is considered 

on an individual basis and managed promptly, respectfully, and without discrimination. These procedures 

apply to both student and staff complaints. 

 
All policies are available at www.coogeeprep.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

http://www.coogeeprep.nsw.edu.au/
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Community Engagement and Communication  

 
Coogee Prep continues to place strong emphasis on building and maintaining meaningful relationships 

between the School and its parent community. Feedback received through a variety of channels—including 

parent–teacher interviews, enrolment consultations with prospective families, and informal correspondence—

indicates a high level of satisfaction among current parents. This positive feedback reflects the School’s 

commitment to fostering an inclusive and communicative environment that values parental involvement as a 

key pillar of student success. 

 

Parental engagement in school life remains strong, with many families actively participating in events, 

attending Parent & Friends (P&F) meetings, and contributing to school initiatives. Parents are kept well-

informed through multiple communication platforms, including the weekly Coogee Prep Chronicle, direct 

emails from class teachers and the school office, regular letters from the Principal, and meetings throughout 

the academic year.  

 

The Chronicle also features articles on parenting strategies and child development, which have been 

particularly well-received by families. The adoption of the AUDIRI App has further streamlined 

communication, enhancing the timeliness and accessibility of school updates. Additionally, the School’s 

Facebook page continues to serve as a valuable platform for connecting with both current and past families, 

as well as supporting marketing and community engagement efforts. 

 

Parent–teacher interviews, particularly those in the Upper Primary years conducted in a three-way format 

with student involvement, have proven to be highly effective in facilitating open dialogue and personalised 

feedback. These meetings, together with ongoing informal interactions, affirm that the School’s 

communication practices are meeting parent expectations and reinforcing trust in the home–school 

partnership. 

 

From a staffing perspective, Coogee Prep fosters a professional environment grounded in mentorship and 

collegial support. Staff frequently cite the School’s commitment to professional development and its 

collaborative culture as key strengths. Regular performance appraisals offer both teaching and ancillary staff 

valuable opportunities for feedback and reflection, contributing not only to improved performance but also to 

increased job satisfaction. 

 

Student engagement across academic, sporting, and co-curricular domains remained strong in 2023, 

supported by initiatives such as the Student Representative Council (SRC), which continues to provide 

students with a structured forum to voice ideas and feedback. This emphasis on student agency, paired with 

consistent parental engagement and open staff communication, contributes to the cohesive and supportive 

culture that defines the Coogee Prep community. 
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Student body 2024 
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